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Figure 2: Type of Litigants 
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Figure 3: Industries of Claimants 
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Figure 4: Industries of Defendants 
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Figure 5: Type of Claim (%) 
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Figure 6: Subject of Copyright Claim(%) 
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Figure 7: Value of Claims 
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Mean: 37.8% (£1,890 or £3,780) Mode: 24.7% (£1,235 or £2,470) 

Limit = £5,000 until April 2014, thereafter £10,000 
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(Pre-Action Protocol) 
Claim  
Form 

Defence Case Management 
Directions issued by judge 

Hearing &  
Order/Costs 

Submission  
of evidence 
& Hearing Fee 

Service 
on  
Defendant 

7 days 

Settlement 

14 – 70 days 
 
 
Defendant has 14 days 
from deemed service of 
Claim Form to either lodge 
defence or 
acknowledgement of 
service. Thereafter, the 
defence must be lodged 
within 42 days if Pre Action 
Protocol complied with or 
70 days if not. 

Extendable period 
depending on court diary 

 
Judge will fix hearing date 

and direct parties to 
mediation 

1 day 
 

Order is usually 
made on day of 

hearing and covers 
costs too 

4-6 months 
 
 
 
 
Claimant must 
serve Claim form 
on Defendant 
within 4 months 
of issue (6 
months if out of 
jurisdiction) 

Figure 8: Case Timeline in IPEC Small Claims Track 

(Based on timeline for IPEC Multi-track in Helmers, C. & McDonagh, L., ‘Patent Litigation in the UK: An empirical survey 2000-2008’,  
(2013) Journal of Intellectual Property & Practice, 8(100), 846-861, at p848 ) 
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Figure 9: Progress of Cases in IPEC Small Claims Track (%) 
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Figure 10: Outcomes 
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Source: Weatherall, K., Webster, E., & Bently, L. ‘IP Enforcement in the UK and Beyond: A Literature Review’ (2009), 
SABIP Report Number SC001  

Conclusions? 

Informal 
regulation 

Bargaining  
in the shadow 
of the law 
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